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Drink In the New Covenant 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NIV)  
31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will 
not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, 

though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the 
LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach 

their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the 
LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.” 
(verse 31) “Covenant” is a very church word. We tend not to use it in regular conversation like “Hey, Frank. Did you make that 
covenant with your son the other day?” “Nah, Bill, I want to make sure I have the terms right before making that covenant.” 

A covenant is a formal, solemn, binding agreement – kind of like a promise that includes legal repercussions if someone doesn’t hold 
up their end. Usually, covenants are made between two parties. And if you are thinking of covenants from the Bible, probably the 
first one to come to mind is the one that the LORD made with his people after he “took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt.” 
(verse 32b) Jeremiah summarizes this covenant earlier in his book of prophecy this way: “I [the LORD] gave them this command: 
Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I command you, that it may go well with you.” 
(Jeremiah 7:23) This covenant was set up that each party would contribute something. The people were to obey the LORD, follow his 
commands. If they did, then they would be God’s people and the LORD would make things go well for them.  

The Israelites did not keep up their end of the covenant. “They broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the 
LORD. (verse 32c) They rebelled time and time again. They rejected their God-given leaders. They detested what God provided for 
them. They sought other gods. They broke God’s command and instead went after whatever they wanted, like an unfaithful wife 
who made a promise to only be with her husband but spends night after night seeking other partners.  

Those Israelites… But have you ever tried making and keeping a two-sided covenant with the LORD? Have you ever struck a deal with 
God saying that if he would do something for you, then you would do something for him? “God, if you would just get me out of this 
situation, I’ll be at church every Sunday.” “God, if you would just help me pass this test, then I will never procrastinate in my studies 
again.” “God, if you would just get me this raise, then I will volunteer at the Open Doors food pantry every week.” “God, if you 
would just fix my health problems, I will never ask you for anything else ever again.” If any of these sound like something you have 
said or prayed at some point, how did that work out? How long until you broke your end of the deal? Was it months? Days? Hours?  

When it comes to keeping two-sided covenants with the LORD, we are no better than the Israelites of Jeremiah’s day. We too have 
been unfaithful to our God, gone off and continued in old habits, reneged on our promises. We broke our covenants with God, 
though he was a husband to us - faithful, loving, providing. Looking at our track record of keeping covenants, the LORD has no reason 
to hold up his end of the deal, no reason to give us a second chance, to reason to love us, care for us, or even be with us.  

With the two-sided covenant broken, the LORD declares here in Jeremiah, “The days are coming when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.” (verse 31) It’s time for something new, something different, something 
fresh. “It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt.” (verse 
32ab) The old didn’t work, won’t work, because of man’s unfaithfulness, his sinfulness. This has to be different. “This is the covenant 
I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.” 
(verse 33ab) The LORD is putting this covenant, this Word, right on our hearts and in our minds, not just written down in a book or 
even tablets of stone. You won’t be able to get rid of this, and you can’t lose it.  

“I will be their God, and they will be my people.” (verse 33c) Even though we broke that two-sided covenant with the LORD like an 
unfaithful wife cheating on her husband, God doesn’t let go of you or me. He, in fact, makes sure that you and I stay in his family, 
that we continue to belong to him. He doesn’t turn his back on us, forsake us, reject us. No divorce. No separation. No 
estrangement. Just like he brings the unfaithful, seceded northern tribes of Israel back with the southern tribes of Judah, God takes 
us back. And he doesn’t even take us back conditionally, as if this is some sort of trial period where we have to earn back his trust or 
prove our love for him. He gives us the status of being his people and him being our God.  



With this new, fresh, renewed covenant, “No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because 
they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. (verse 34a) No longer will we have to beat the 
drum of what God tells us we have to do according to the old covenant. Instead, everyone gets this new covenant from the least to 
the greatest, to the youngest to the oldest, to the highest politician or royal family to the most blue collar or salt of the earth person, 
to the wisest and most intellectual to those who are considered anything but.  

This new covenant is not a to-do list to keep up our end of the bargain, but it culminates in this: “I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more.” (verse 34b) All the things I have ever done wrong, every mistake that I have ever made, any task 
that I have failed to accomplish, any opportunity that I have missed to do good and share the LORD, even the very fact that I entered 
into this world an imperfect person – all of this is forgiven and forgotten. There are no “ifs”, “ands”, or “yeah, buts” about it. This 
new covenant is all LORD’s doing, not conditioned on anything we do, any promises we make, any inherent value we have, any laws 
we keep. This is all God. He acts. He accomplishes. He does not fail us! 

This kind of one-sided covenant action is how the LORD designed marriage for us. For those who are married, think back to your 
vows. Do you remember any conditional statements, any “I will be faithful to you, cherish you, support you, and help you in sickness 
and in health IF…”? No. God designed marriage to a be reflection of his love, his new covenant action, to us. It’s all one sided. 
Husbands, you promised to be with your wife and love her regardless of whether or not she is affectionate to you in the way you 
want her to be, regardless of whether or not she makes you chicken noodle soup when you are sick, regardless of whether or not 
she champions your opinions. Wives, you promised to be united to your husband, to love him, and, yes, even submit to him 
regardless of whether or not he thinks like you, regardless of whether or not he provides for your well-being in the way you want 
him to, regardless how much he helps you with the kids.  

Now, this doesn’t mean that it’s right or okay for husbands and wives to neglect these promises, but realize that in a marriage, this is 
not a two-sided covenant. You made one-sided agreements to be faithful, helpful, supportive, and loving regardless of what the 
other person does. This brings a security of status within a marriage because your actions in a marriage are not conditional.  

The LORD is saying the same thing with his new covenant here in Jeremiah. When he says that he will forgive our wickedness and 
remember our sins no more, that means our status before God is secure. We don’t have to walk on eggshells, thinking that one 
wrong move will cause him to get rid of us or get him to stop loving us or for him to divorce himself from us. No, it’s all on him to 
forgive us, to keep us as his people, to be like a husband to us, to be our God. So, you know that he is going to do those things 
because that is his new covenant.  

This covenant is new, not in the sense that this is the first time that it is ever announced, but new in that it supersedes the other 
covenant, the two-sided covenant that was broken, irreparable because we can’t hold up our end of it. This new covenant was 
already put in place back in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve committed the first sin. At that time, the LORD very one-sidedly 
said that he would crush the devil and save his people. He declared it again to Noah following the flood saying that he would prosper 
the human race in spite of the fact that every inclination of the human heart is only evil all the time, evil from childhood. He declared 
it to Abraham when he said he would bless him and that all nations would be blessed through him and his offspring, referring to the 
promised One who would crush the devil’s head. He declared it again to King David when he said that David would not build a house 
for him, but that the LORD would build a house for David - a dynasty, that one of David’s sons would rule forever, which is none other 
than Jesus the Christ. This all makes the new one-sided covenant so much older than that “old” two-sided covenant, old because it 
failed.  

This new covenant is so great, so refreshing, so needed for broken people like us who can’t keep our covenants with others, let 
alone God. So, how do we get this new covenant?  

Recall Jesus’ words on that Thursday before he went to the cross. After the supper [Jesus] took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:20) Those days that were coming, as the LORD declared, have come. 
Here is this new, one-sided covenant once again. The LORD forgives our wickedness and remembers our sins no more as he gives us 
his body and his blood in, with, and under this bread and this wine in his Supper. This is what he gave the disciples on that night. 
That is what he has been giving us through his Supper every time since. We eat and drink in this new covenant.  

The LORD’s new covenant is here. We partake and share in it. We eat it. We drink it in. We are God’s people, and he is our God. His 
Word is written on our hearts and minds. He has forgiven our wickedness and remembers our sins no more. Drink in the LORD’s new, 
one-sided covenant that he offers us tonight in his Supper. Drink it anew whenever you partake in his Supper. Amen.  
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